Alan Hinde – Team 316

Webster’s defines the word inspire as “affect, guide, stimulate to action, motivate.”  Team 316 head engineer meets that description with a unique persona.  He has an effect on every student that comes through our doors.  It is a pleasure to watch his face light up when alumni return to the workshop or attend our competitions.  He feels that our triumphs are our own and he delights in watching them materialize. For an alumnus to make time out of their lives to return to our team signifies that team 316 did have a large impact on their life. Our nomination has always been the essence behind Team 316 therefore when an alumnus returns, their return is for him.

Our mentor has a very calm and even persona. We enjoy bringing challenges to him and he enjoys challenging us in return. For us, robotics is not just a seasonal sport. All year long we experiment with new inventions. Some of them have proven to be helpful, others just fun. 

But don’t let the peaceful nature deceive you into complacency. His high expectations do not focus on the actual achievements. His focus is on the process of thinking.  All year round, the students putter around the workshop. He lets us try out our ideas and when they fall short of our expectations, he guides our thinking along a different route to achieve the result we seek. 

Attitudes are rampant in high school. Our robotics coach is nothing like the sports coaches I have encountered in high school. He is great at drawing out the introverted student to attempt a new task.  He expects good sportsmanship from all of us and he leads by example.  He is the first in line to dye his hair blue and wear our team colors; getting the students spirit line pumping is a daunting task that undertakes with every competition. Our mentor takes sportsmanship to a new level with his quality of encouragement and degree of professionalism. 

I know that our nomination has spent time volunteering at other FIRST events and meets with United Way to help their clients. He participates in all fundraisers and hosts dinners at his home. I apologize for not knowing the exact details of his volunteerism. That is the nature of him; he does things because it is the right thing to do not because he wants the fan fare associated with it. So on this category, the essay will fall short on words but I know he does not fall short in reality. 

I would like to close with a personal note.  I have chosen to pursue a career in a male dominated field. The director of the program was a bit chauvinistic. When I left that meeting I had determination to make it work. I told my mom that “If I can meet Mr. Hinde’s expectations and build a robot, I can meet the academy requirements.” Without the experience of working with an educated, supportive, communicative mentor, one who values our input and encourages us to attempt the difficult, I would not feel as confident pursuing the life I want. I look forward to the day that I return as an alumnus and can thank Mr. Alan Hinde for his devotion, to the team and to the individual students.

